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Make something special this holiday season. A gift for
yourself or someone you love. What can be better than

a custom made ornament that you can enjoy for
many years to come. Or, better yet, make a new one

every year!

PERFECT FOR ANY AGE.
NO SCULPTING EXPERIENCE NECESSARY!

LIST OF SUPPLIES
ARMATURE
Your sketch

Cardboard from a cereal or cookie box

White glue (Elmer’s, Aleen’s Tacky, Wood glue, Gemtac, etc.)

Embroidery floss or cotton twine

20-22 ga aluminum wire

Flat nose pliers, wire cutters

Designed and made by Elena Loukianova
Website: www.ElenaOriginals.com
Email: artist@elenaoriginals.com
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LIST OF SUPPLIES (continued)

SCULPTING
Air dry clay (Creative Paperclay, Sculpey
Model Air, FIMO Air, Premier, La Doll,
etc.)

Favorite sculpting tools (these could be
anything: toothpicks, wooden skewers,
knitting needles, dental tools)

Flat synthetic brush (medium size, to
smooth the clay)

Cutting tool, or a knife, or exacto-blade

Ball stylus tool, small (embossing tool)

Large needle (or if you are a sculptor,
needle tool - you can make one yourself,
just embed the end of a large needle
into clay to make a handle and bake.
More about it in the lesson).

Small dish with water

Cotton rag

Sanding paper (large, medium and fine,
from 200 grit to 800. You can find extra
fine one in the Automotive section of the
hardware store).

Cotton lace (any design), embroidered
lace works very well

Wooden beads (2-3mm diameter)

PAINTING
Painting brushes, medium and fine.

Black gesso (any brand, I used Liquitex)

Sponge, cut into 1 inch squares.

Acrylic paints (any brand): red, orange,
yellow, white, teal, phthalo blue, burnt
sienna (or transparent red oxide), black,
gold.

Matte varnish (any brand. Water-based).

EMBELLISHMENTS
Swarovski rhinestones (2mm), any color
you like.

Ribbon to hang the ornament.

As a filler you can use Paper Mache or Paper Mache paste (I used Activa Instant
Mache). As an alternative, you can make the armature with aluminum foil instead.
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Happy Holidays!

I hope you enjoyed this project. Once you make your Bird, I would love to see
your photos. I can post them on my blog with the links to your blogs/website/FB
pages. etc. Meantime, join my mailing list if you didn’t already to be notified
about any new artwork and classes! Stay creative!

Elena Loukianova • www.ElenaOriginals.com • artist@elenaoriginals.com
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